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Nation's Top Real Estate Agent to Speak at Cal Poly 
SAN LUIS OBISPO - John C. Cushman III, chairman of the board of Cushman & Wakefield Inc., will speak 
at Cal Poly Tuesday, Nov. 4, at 11 a.m. in the Rotunda (Room 213) of the Business Building. His 
presentation, titled "Dare to Be Different," will focus on using original ideas in business. 
Cushman is a leader in the commercial real estate industry and is generally acknowledged to be the top office-
leasing broker in the country. As chairman of the board of Cushman & Wakefield Inc., Cushman formulates 
domestic and global strategic policy for the company. 
Cushman's career began in 1963 in New York City at Cushman & Wakefield, founded by his grandfather in 
1917. He moved to Los Angeles to open a Southern California branch of the firm in 1967. Then, in 1978, he 
partnered with his brother to open their own real estate office, which merged with Cushman & Wakefield in 
2001. 
Cushman was named Broker of the Year by the Los Angeles Business Journal in 1997. He negotiated the 
largest office lease in the world, the world headquarters of Merrill Lynch & Co., involving 4 million square 
feet at the World Financial Center in New York City. Among Cushman's hallmark building and land sales are 
the Merrill Lynch Building at One Liberty Plaza in New York ($375 million), the Mountain Bell Center in 
Denver ($235 million), and the Unocal headquarters complex in Los Angeles ($205 million). 
Cushman's directorships include National Golf Properties, Inc., Meditrust Corp., the Los Angeles Turf Club, 
Digital Gene Technology, Inglewood Park Cemetery, and Zaca Mesa Winery, where he also serves as 
chairman. He is also on the advisory board of Bancroft Capital, a privately held real estate investment firm in 
Manhattan Beach. 
He graduated from Colgate University and attended the Advanced Management Program at Harvard 
University. 
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